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April 3, 1356

Mr., Williess J. Caldwell

Director, Office of Public Reports
Internstionsl Cooperstion Adsinistretion
“ﬁﬂmm&a, b. C.

Dear Bill:

An internsl study in Weshington by the Foreign Brosdcasting In-
formation Service, I sm told, is going %o result in s recomsendstion
that the Seigon Buresu of FBIS be closed and its coversge trensferrsd
to other buresus; notebly Okinews, As one of the clients of FRIS, I
heve been glven the opportunity to comment. -

like the Embassy, which has slready stated it would fipd cdoaing
of the Ssigon Buresu of FRIS, “nighly undesirsbie,” this Mass Communications-
Information Division of USOM would be sericusly haupered Ly not raceiving the
velusble dally files of FEIS, Saigon. Files from elsswhers--even if they
wvere ldenticel in fidelity with what we receive now-«presumably would srrive by
wail, which means they would be several days later than at present. It is uwalikely
that sny other stetion would provide the seme valusble monitoring we mre receiving
now .

Mmm,ammtamm;my. We do provide sows
news for the Vietmawese to distribute end considerabis training iz bow to
distrivute 1t by 21l media. Ve follow closely the resctions to this news:
especlaily the unfriendly resctions to medim as well as news. One reliable geuge
of the Vietnamese Governmeni's -- and QUY - BUCCRSS is the size and source of the
Comale squawk, naturslly. Amother valusble guide to many things we do i the
lesogth of time it tekes thtcmnhi@emtnﬁm ot vhet will de the
besis of this sgquavk.

For exssple, we had an outdresk of hoof-and-mouth diseace some months
8go and the Basboo Telegraph iamediately sttributed it to the buffalc USON hed
imgorted from Thalland. We were on that ove, though, snd quickly distributed the
news that no import-buffaloes vere 111; that the cutbresk was local and completely
under control. We were very interested to note -- through FRIS -~ that the Commies
never 4314 pick that one up == not even to this day. So what the Comaies don't
brosdeast or print, is sometimes more vslusble to us than what they do. We were
able {0 avoid the errca of overdoing the buffaio 21ibi By the dailly knowledge
thet the Commies hadn't touched cur sensitive spot. I had three or four followeup
gtories that never were needed. And now the subject is forgotten,

We need the FBIS-Ssigon service snd use it every day. If you can paes
this word to FBIS Washington, I'd be ohliged. _

Sincerely,

R, W, Safford
Chief, Program Support Division
USOM/Saigon
Evaluation B. 8.
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